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NEEWone of the most intense and most
rEili &t rms of body modification is scanification. “Extreme™?

qualifies. But how is it accomplished?

f wll forms of body modification,
irs &fbe 10 g8y that scarifcatgn is the
mostencient. At its simplest, i reguites
repllivl ey bufl exparience and a sharp
taal. Ho Biscarmipalibla inks &he masded,
i knpsadladign of machining o build
jewelny is reguired, no diffeelg-16-man-
ulaciure plostse iImplands are involvad,
pnd i works on all colors of dkan

Until vory reconthy, *scarification®
mipant ane 1hing: cutling. Don't make
tha mistakn, though, of thinking that
fthoss cuts warsn'l & g dasl, oF Thst
AT Man is semeohow more
axtreme than his pradecesann —wa' ne
talking abowt bloody ritwals involving
culs Srods the scalp =0 daap 1hat tha
gonrs are actually atched inkto tha bona
of the skoldl, Wetnd slao talking about
deep multiple facinl gashas packed
wilh clay, resuling in one-1nch-wela
snokes of scar tissue.

Thin Tashonabds madarn |'|I|I'|1l1i'-'-l'|
Isn't really locking for guite that leveal
al brwalityg o g oF har pesthetic

Most poopho who choose 1o indulgs
odarn scanilecation ong socking a
mipnn prescise sesthatic. WWe know, afpar
all, oy tantoaing offers tha opporuni
ty to b decaorated with iniricals
designa, and it's probably far that mea
son That 50 many piopls axies 1hat
vl of combrgd In scars as wall. Is it
possibla? The results availabla lrom
gLarification capend in part on the
method used. In tha ka2t couple of
dacades, variows mathods of scarifica
Gion have boan atampied — ol &l of
them fuctessiul,

What are sorme of those rethoads?
[l thought vou'd never ask! Well, I'N
alfer wau & “searifica-
ElQm mEEm inoa
i, Bl Teigl. & bl

of hackground: I'd Nk to put this an
Tarm inta context By briafly axplasning
hey @nud by e body crenfes & scar
Tha skin mE the Bodly's peirmary pao-
tecibpn from the cutside world, so
when it's damaged, the oy innmee i
atnly rushes to plug the hole. The firss
shap is & scab, oltan ollowed by wan

| ous types of scor tissue. Scar lissup

grows fal anly BecErdeng (o tha REtung
of tha wound but also according to 1he
Eredtrant it Gots during haoling

Hawe you aear ssan o scar thal
prgis Righ in S0mee areas Bt ned snoth
ors? 1§ may nod be dus o the confijurs-
tian al tha onginal wiound, An evsn
wciund will not aleiys resull in an
@vian sear Home's wivy: Imaging a scar
that travels from your shaoulders 19 yous
Cchasl. Whan ol TRisE YoUr arm, diffar
ant parts of the scar move in differang
wavE: Some preag twast, somae sbroboin,
some compress, and some domn’l move
a1 &ll, In nagural scarring, this can result
in & scar of wnéven heght, and inSolib-
wrate scanification avery ono of those
argas and thé gradual 158REFIGRA
batwaan Them must be comipsnsated
for with sulitle diflerences in lechnegue
seross them, (&nd thowgh we'ne talking
herg albowul (e shonplilar Betsiiss (U5 am
olvdous axample, this is an issws b
soamii axiont all over [ha Body.]

Likay —now thal you hiave a s e
underslanding all (e scameng rocess,
haras thiat look ai difiorent mathods of
scarification:

CUTTING
I&'s truo that anyone can pick up &
gcalpal and corve & design into his
drunken Baidchy s at
will probably be pésia-
mant and i will probas
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Unforiunataly, 88 romantcal-
Iy appealing as chemical brand-
iry @oermE, it i3 nat realisticolly
possibile for it 10 b precisedy
confrolled; and, of present, it is
not & good misthod lor achisving
consistently pleasing results.
[Ediars nate: Sea the article on
branding. & Special Brand of
Bady Mod,® on page 75

STRIKE BRANDING
Striica branding — popularizsd by
Fakir Musafar in 1he 15308 with
his series of Body Flay mags-
Hnes and then expanded upon
bry artists such as Blair—is a nela-
tivedy simple procedure. & piscs
of metal is hoabsd with B blpw-
torch, andd is than mamantanhy
applied 10 the skin, vaporizing
what it touchas and burming 1he
surrpunding tissue. Because of
this collatersl darnags, sirike
brands generally spread as they
heal, resulting in a minimum line
thickmass of about 316 of an
inech, Howervar, the advantags o
this spread is that wssng miultipha
ovorlapping strikes can create &
contoursd shapa,

Ome of the less obwious
things that makes strike brand-
ing [amd, to sorma extant, searifi-
cation of all kinds) particularly
difficuilt is 1hat tha body Baging
msponding o the “attock®
almost immediataly, As s0on as
the first strike is done, 1he =kin in
the srea contracts, deforming the
surrounding tissue, & second
sirikn naxt to the first one,
appliad wilh ientical laan and
pressure, will hawe a slightly dif-
Terant aMact on the body.

It true that one could proba-
by bgnore this, but attention to
thess dotails m whal makos a
persen an artist, rather than just
soampong Ritling someone alss
with a hot pieos of metal.

*CAUTERY" BRANDING
Al branding is, of cowrsa, by daf-
initicn using cautary, but typical-
Iy when peaple wes the term
“caufnry bronding,” they are

raforring to branding done wsing
alesrically haptad o0l — aEpan-
tially mame refined warsions of a
sldaring lron, In a process
abmoEl like craaling & wood-
busrnéng, the tool is used lile a
brush, buring the pattem inio
tha skin.

With expariance, [t's possible
to achieve ramarkably na lines,
bt hpabed rosults tend to be
faing &nd, 868 with all aal-basad
scarning. thens s some spread-
ing and blurring of the design. In
addition, the less axponsive
cautery pans are barely poserful
encugh, being designed o oon-
trol bleeding rather than perform
actual cutling, MBkING procn-
dunes far more kengthy than
mgad b,

*LASER" BRANDING

“Laser™ branding, 85 popularized
by Steve Haworth (sl known
for his plonesring afforts in
implant ar) actually hes nothing
io do with lasers: the tool used is
& rsadical alecirogergs cautgny
unit. An slactrosurge unit is
alfectively an arc weldar for skin
and s used by dEEOFE &8 B POW-
arful and relatively bloodiess

scalpal {since it bums semall
tood wossels closed as it cuts).
Searification anmists ahen buy the
units through medical surplus
suppliers, Thoy work by passing
an electric current through the
bedy, which ancs batween the
=kin and an elacine pan, and tha
tissue in between is literally
vaporized,

Theer ened result is not signifi-
cantly different from strike
branding, but its far sasier for
they ariisf fo condral line thick-
ness. In addition, dapth can be
controlled, allowing the artist to
craat ditferent textures of scar-
ring. It should be mentioned that
damage to sumaundeng tissue is
axtrormaly minimal. For that roa-
san, nerves are nof desiroyed,
and most peopla describe lasar
branding as the most profoundty
painful thing thay have owar
exparianced.

INJECTION

Injection scarring s ong of the y
rarpst forms of scarification, and
probably for good roason, i w
less predicable than most forms,
hbg falatissaly limsted resulis, and
is prabably rol particularhy safs,




The procedure s quite simipla:
Inpeet 8 noxious but I'-I'.||:I1i.'n'r!i'.'
non-foxis subsiance (lor axam-
ple, alcohodl wndar the skin with
& ByTingpd, This will then blister,
burst, snd scar, HZIE-\'iI"In & rasult

_dnalegous to an incoulation scar,
fi'm not kidding, by the way, As
odd a% this sounds, it really is a
mathad pecple wsel)

SKINNING

Az | mentioned abowe, cutting
offers preciss control over
design but not ovar scar coniour,
Firs1 papularized by Toro and
Sandring, & pair of scarification
artists from Spain who travaled
the world extensively, skinning
atbempts 1o acd tha ability o cre-
ate large areas of filled-in scar to
thi datail providod by cutting.
The solution is ebyvious: Cut the
outling, and then just pesl off the
ared you'd e filled.

It's sort of like rmaking cook-

iag. Imagine tha fresh, rolled-out

W TrREEE P N

shieat of dough os skin, and the
COunVBrion as the subcutancous
tissisn. The cookie cutber {scalpal]
culs oul a shape in the dough
Iskin), whach is than pesled off. IF
it really was skin, B scar wauld
appear in the place of tha
ramoved dough

4 all the forms of scarifica-
1bon, this one is likely the most
imvashe, not 1o mantion tha
maoast disturbing fo walch baeing
dona, | mentioned aarfier that
cutting laaves you with a blood
prind; skinning tokes it o bég step
farther and, if the anist is skilod
enoiegh, leaves you with tha
remowed skin as a single mount-
abla icon ol phyiEcal misany
begutting baauty,

CLAMP AND CUT

Olarmp and cul was a brief proe=
cursor o skinming. s axscily
whiat it sounds like: Small crcles
all akin ware teated up with a
clamg and than smputated. The
result was a pattern of biopsiss
that healed 8% even, raed
bumps. Skinning has effectvely
raplaced clamp-and-out scarring
sinca it has the sarme result but is
far mane wvorsatile.

TATTOO MACHINE

I'm sure wou all know someane
who's got @ crappy. scarred-up
taraa dana by soma heawy-
handed scratcher. If you wena
looking for just a fation, that's &
bad thing; bt this scaming can
be contralbed and used as & valid
mathad of searification.

Tha tatioo maching ks run
with just plain water, or walbar
and a minor abrosive subsianocs,
and the design is fitarally ground
into tha flash, using the tanoa
maching 1o tear wp tha skin in
the shapa of the desired design.
This mathod allows fof vary pra-
gise contral over tha scarming,
bt in genaral the results ane fair
ty faint, Criten ihe healed resuln
appoars almosst identical to mosr-
mad skin, with anly a slight tonal

diffargnce, almost as if iho
dosign wana anned on.

ABRASION

Abrasion scarring (olso known ae
tha “Mamiyva Techmiguee™ after
Eira Mamiya, o body artist in
Tokya) takes the conoepts of tat-
too machine scarring and lerngs
them up to a larger scaba by
ussng mors powearful tools. The
principla is the sama, butl &
Dremeal ool or oven a glass-
angraving ool is used to grind
off tha top layers of skin. Using &
rating abrasive 1ip (such as a
carving tpl, the procedure can
get guite Dloody, and axbramsa
carg must ba taken o avoid con-
temination. Tha healed result is
quite similar to tatioo maching
sCarring: vary Nile rasing, with
I-'||'l|'f' B gubils vanaGen in colar.

BERAIDING

To the best of my bnowlsdge,
breaiding is non-pxistent. but it's
ana ol the longest-running urban
legands in scarificathon, The can-
cegl i& that three strips of skin
arn Bifted up and lef attached at
ong énd (sort of like the stam of a
gkinningl. Then, these strips are
braided and packed down closa
I the body. Tha stories go on bo
gay that wisen haaksd, the result
ing scar lpoks vary musch liks
braided bread,

Unforunataly, that's just not
the way thir body hoals. If some-
oné actually atternpted this, the
braided skin would nat get ado-
guate Mood supply on lop of not
baing able 1o adhere to the tis-
sl balow, rasulling in mecrosis.
In & besi-case sconaric, i would
b an sasthatic nightmare, os
wiill as 1the polantial slart of sari-
ous madical reparcussion.

o
Dops that seerm like quite & few
differant methods of scarifics-
e WWell, boliove it or not, Pve
baraly sven scrapad thae seface
{80 to speak] of scarification
mthasds; Ma ket out Boguid
nitrogan branding and any nuim-



bar of othad lagcinating (and
dangerous) technigques. My
hope, though, i that in ofMering
wou this brief glimpsa at scarifi:
cation mathods, Mva sllugtrated
nat only the ranga of tech-
nagueds and masults scarificalion
has 1o offer but alse shown Ut
that scarfication is a deaply
complex and rich art form,
requiring immense amounts of

knepaidadgs and 8 Soap unded-
standing of the body.

Maomne of this is intended as &
haoreyaa, If vou're inferested in
scarification, ploass saak oull an
artist with as much sxparkanca
o8 passibla. When you look
through his or har posticlio,
make sura that you ses healed
pa wall an fresh pholos, Armpong
can make & scar that looks good

urihaalad, Tha faal 8 iE in mak-
ng it hioal ared bxal attracthosty.
Good luck, and good cutting!

Shannon Larrant is the publiahar
of the online body moedifcation
MaGaring INmazing com, s
waars what would measung
raadrly & yard aach of brandings
and ceritings i thay ware Inlg
if1 & lima,
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